
 

0201_001.pdf

 

2019--20 COURSE SYLLABUS 

Honors US History (SHS303 H US HIS 1HP, SHS304 H US HIS 2HP) 

This class focuses on the events of the twentieth century in the United States. Beginning with the dawn of the 1900s, 
students will examine the economic and political growth of the US and its emergence as a superpower after WWII. 

Students will be asked throughout the year to analyze the social effects of these events in order to explain the changing 

definition of what it means to be an American citizen. For each decade or unit of study, students will be asked to consider 
events through the lenses of race, class and gender. These themes will provide the context in which a complex narrative of 

the American people is created and interpreted. By the end of the year, students will be able to reflect on current issues in 

the U.S. with a deep historical context and be prepared to reach their own decisions about the future of the nation and take 
a position on national issues. 

  

Ms. Reilley 
siobhan-reilley@scusd.edu 

Check grades on Infinite Campus via www.scusd.edu 

Textbook 
Newman, John L. and Schmalbach, John M. United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination. 

Amsco Publications, 2015.   

Students will use a variety of newspaper articles, periodicals, and internet sites for research of different historical 
perspectives and interpretations of the issues covered in class.  

	
Required Materials:  

A 3-ring binder is needed to organize handouts and assignments. Students are required to write on college ruled binder 

paper. No spiral notebooks, please! Come to class prepared to learn and participate. 
 

Grading Policy 

All assignments are worth points and grades will be calculated based on the amount of points earned in each category. 
Work will be divided into the following categories: 

• Knowing (40%) Demonstration of content knowledge, intended to assess comprehension 
• Product  (40%) Demonstration of task mastery, intended to assess growth towards skills objective 

• Process (20%) Practice necessary towards content and skills mastery, mainly classwork 

 
Course	Outline:	For	a	more	detail	about	what	will	be	studied,	please	see	the	full	Course	Description	

Units	of	Study	
1.	 Tools	of	Historical	Analysis	&	Purpose:	Defining	race,	class	and	gender	

2.	 Progressivism:	Reforming	Government,	Reshaping	Society		
3.	 WWI:	Making	the	World	Safe	for	Democracy?	

4.	 1920s:	Contradictions,	Progress	and	Oppression	
5.	 Great	Depression:	Challenges	of	the	Free	Market	
6.	 WWII:	Minorities	during	wartime	

7.	 1950s:	Cold	War	and	Conformity	
8.	 1960s:	Protest,	Unrest,	Change?	

9.	 Watergate:	Corruption	and	Public	Trust	
10.	 Reagan	Years:	War	on	Drugs	and	the	AIDS	epidemic	

11.	 Who	are	we	now?	
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